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Jensen on the Smith amendment.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you , Nr . President, m embers o f t he
Legislature. I stand in opposition to this request o f Sen ator
Smith. I certainly recognize what he's trying to do to get more
funding for the federal qualified health center in that area. I
d o wan t t o gi ve y o u j us t a f ew t h i n g s t o t h i nk a b o u t , h o wever ,
and that's that...he says he's not trying to take any more money
away from District 2 in the Omaha area. T h at's true. Howe ver,
District 2, the Omaha area, has more minorities than either the
1st or the 3rd District put together. There ' s 1 0 1
minorities...101,000 m inorities in the 2nd Congressional
District. The re are 89,000 minorities i n Dis tricts 1 and 3.
Dist r i c t 2 get s Sl mi l l i on i n f undi n g . Di st r i c t 1 and 3 get
$1,580,000. And if you want to do it on p e r capita basis,
actua l l y t h a t t u r ns o u t t o be a b ou t $9 . 9 0 p e r m i n o r i t y per s o n i n
Dist r i c t 2, and bet t er t han $16 per mi nor i t y per son i n
Dis t r i c t 1 an d 3 . We ha v e n o w a l so t wo n ew f e d e r a l q u a l i f i ed
health centers coming on in Nebraska. Columbus just got theirs.
Lincol n i s a coup l e m o n t h s a way f r o m g e t t i n g o n e . Th i s i s an
i n i t i at i ve t h a t i s r eal l y sup p o r t e d b y t he B u s h adm i n i s t r a t i on .
They want to develop more of those. Also, as we' ve cut back on
Medicaid , t h e f ed e r a l q u a li f i ed h e a l t h ce n t e rs beco me k i nd o f
the safety net for those individuals who need assistance. But
it all...and then we have...yes, we do have some community
action agencies. We ' ve got...which are funded, really, with
c ommunity service block grants. What we really need to do is ,
this very next year, do a complete study on how that we fund
community health centers out of the LB 692 dollars. We have set
a limit of $50 million per year. And we' ve been able to fund
that with our fiscal.. .or, with our investment funding. But I
think we need to look at all of the community health centers,
the federally qualified health centers, before we go out and
expand the program further. And we do need to look at Columbus
and Lincoln as to ho w t hose are to be done. A nd at this
p art i c u l a r t i m e , I wou l d r ec omnend t h at we not f und ano t he r
agency until we' ve had a study to do all of the agencies and to
how that we want to fund those in the future. So at this time,
I would not support the Smith amendment. Tha nk y ou,
Nr. P re s i d e n t .
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